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Rav on Chumash

After murdering Abel, Cain thought that -he would find happiness and security. By
taking over the other half of the globe, he assumed his ambitions would be realized.
Now he understood that, instead of gaining more power, he lost everything. Cain
approached the heinous sin of murder from a utilitarian, pragmatic viewpoint,
understanding that through his action he became both alienated from nature and
estranged from God. His conscience was not bothered by what he did to Abel, but his
consciousness was bothered by the consequences of his action. Nevertheless, God
accepted his repentance. (Boston, 1973)
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